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MR | ights of the Great Armada: 147" Anniversary
peesl of Battle of Fort Fisher set for Jan. 21-22
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v Dahlgren boat howitzer, bayonet
dri | I, cutl ass dr
activities. Featured displays will
include Confederate torpedoes,
steam engines, and naval uniforms
L sahd equipment. The United
States Marine Corps Historical
Company will be on hand with
exhibits dedicated to the history
of the Corps during the Civil
War, particularly at Fort Fisher.
A number of guest lecturers will
be giving presentations on both
ed attention away from the days, and the site will unveil a new
main focus of the Union assault temporary exhibit of artifacts
and the army entered the fort Among the speakers at the event from blockade runners as well.
at the River Road sally port.  will be Dr. Robert M. Browning, Jr. The free program will be held
Chief Historian, USCG from 10 a.m4 p.m. on Saturday
Join us on Saturday and Sun- and 11 a.m4 p.m. on Sunday.
day, January 21 and 22, 2012will be on hand to showcase the Fort Fisher programming is made
as we remember the naval ele-role the naval services played afpossible by support from the Friends
ments of the Second Battle of Fort Fisher and during the Civil of Fort Fisher and through the sup-
Fort Fisher during the 147 War in gener alport of dustainmg nbraber Mike
INSIDE THIS anniversary p schegluleantt incluld gmall armsMcCarley of Wilmington and James
ISSUE: Lights of the tdtice artd fidng ndentbastradM. Taylor of Durham, NC.
Union and Confederate Navy tions, artillery demonstrations
From the Site YA and Marine Corps reenactors featuring a 12pounder By Andrew Duppstadt
Manager 6s D

cnraccee Friends hold 2nd annual meeting in November

Braxton Bragg The 2d Annual Meeting of the take its rightful place as a leadingsent day Kure Beach. Mark also

FE Marketing Plan 8 Friends of Fort Fisher was ~ Civil War site in the nation with  shared some exciting plans for
g gaveled into history on No-  significantly improved facilities  highlighting the anniversaries in

Presented vember 12, 2011 and with it and programs. 2012 and beyond as well as an

The first phase of the Union
2B D EWAOLLE [and assault on Fort Fisher in
SN (G EG-0) B January 1865 was carried outp
by a contingent of United p'8
Walk of Honor States sailors and Marines who
attacked t he f
bastion. Marines provided
covering fire while the sailors
charged across the beach to-
ward the fort, armed with only
pistols and cutlasses. Thoug
beaten back by the Confeder-
ate defenders, this attack shift-
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Meet the Friends 8 some impressive accomplish- Members alsp enjoyed an engagupcoming conservation field
E— ments to support and en- ing presentation by NC Deputy  school at Fort Fisher.

hance the battlefield site. State Archaeologist Dr. Mark A sneak peak at developing plans
New Friendsof 8 Friends board chair R. James Wilde-Ramsing who chronicled for a fundraising campaign was
Fort Fisher MacLaren reviewed the high- the birth of underwater archaeol-shared with attendees by board

lights, chief among them the 0gy in North Carolina with the  member Jim Carper who distrib-

Join the Friends of 9 compl etion of oOp&iagonldeRIGrecovero uted a new brochure entitled

Fort Fisher year comprehensive strategic artifacts fromthe cargoofthe ¢ Tel | i ng Their St
plan, noting that, ultimately, ~ Civil War blockaderunner Mod- ject to gain supporters and their

the site will be positioned to  €rn Greecrun ashore near pre- Continued on page 10
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From t he SiI t ek M;

Dear Friends:

Thank you for making another great year at Fort Fisher State Historic Site. The Frien@@¥
Fort Fisher and NC Historic Sites can look back with pride on 2011, the first year of thg
Civil War sesquicentennial in North Carolina. As | write this, since January Fort Fisher has
presented five major programs, countless small programs, hosted nearly 600,000 visitors, and opened two new
exhibits. And these are only a fraction of the good things that happened here this year. Fort Fisher is truly the
crown jewel of North Carolinads historic sites, an
your continuing support of our mission.

For 2012, |l ook for more great progr ams, B Armiversary n g
of the Battl e of F22.rThis livng bidtoeyreveri wibfocusbratheiNaval ynd RMarine experi-
ence at Fort Fisher, feature renowned scholars of the Union naval blockade and Confederate blockade runners,
and of course we will fire the big cannon! Commemorate Confederate Memorial Day at Battle Acre on May 12,
and enjoy three Fort Fisher"2Saturday programs in the summertime. We will close out the year with a fall festi-

val in October and a holiday open house in December, so stay tuned. 2012 will be another great year for North
Carolinads Civil War 150, and move Fort Fi sher al ol
the nation.

Thanks again for all you do and please come visit us here on Pleasure Island.

Happy Holidays, Jim

The Lowdown on Lighthouses like Federal Point

Museum Store Corner ... e sawer

In this winter edition of the the box. Estimated retailone bag of Battery Buchannarprovides the lighthouse seeker
Museum Store Corner---we price will be $5.50 + tax. Blend & you get any regular with information and history
are giving our readers some priced coffee mu@ 50% off. regarding lighthouses from the
updates on a few items and The coffee is available in RegNorth Carolina coast all the
potential new item for the ular and Decaf. Price is way down to Georgia. The
museum store here at Forl $12.95 plus taxd remember map will retail for $6.95 plus
Fisher. all proceeds from our store tax. Of course, all seven of
go directly to our site. the North Carolina lighthous-
es are featured but also some
We get numerous requestsdi sconti nued or
about lighthouses here at Forthouses are mentioned includ-
Fisher and to help solve thising the Federal Point Light-
dilemma 8 we are looking house and the Pr
into adding a new item to our Range Light.
by February 1 Instead of store dSoutheast Lighthouseshis is the perfect gift for any-
the two image designd we lllustrated Map & Guidd?ub- one with an interest in light-
decided to simplify the orna- lished by Bella Terra Map® houses. Be sure to check out
ment by focusing on the Cap- same company that printedour Museum Store during the
tain Tait sketch of the ® Fed- The Battery Buchannan Blendhe National Geographic Civil upcoming 147 anniversary
eral Point Lighthouse.  Thecoffee seems to have been offvar Battlefield Map (1961 program on January 232"
history behind the 2 Federal to a good start as a new addi-edition) also available in ourand hopefully you will see
Point Lighthouse ornamenttion in our store. For a lim- museum store. The South-some new changes to the
will be found on the back ofited time & if you purchase east Lighthouses Map & Guidestore.

First, the much anticipatec
Federal Point Lighthouse Or
nament d after some tweaks
and small revisions to the de
signdornament is now due in
the Fort Fisher Museum store
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Fort Fisheruge

H 0” By Paul Laird

An estimated 800 visitors enjoyed the sounds of the holidav

season at Fort Fi sher s Ho Above: Murray Middle School Jazz Ensemble led by David Tysonr 6.
Leading off the dayds p er f Below: Leland Christian Academy Chorus led by Vickie Bgmes - ¢ L
Christian Academy Elementary Choir under the directior

Ms. Vickie Byrdlones. These firdifth graders displayed the

stage presence of a seasoned touring choir without the slightest

hint that this was their first year singing as a group.

Children and growrups alike next enjoyed the storytelling and

dramatic interpretations of Ms. Joyce Grear, a professional ac-

tor/interpreter specializing in AfricaAmerican storytelling and

history. The overflow crowd then took part in sirglongs and

the stories of Civil War blockadeunning by noted entertainer

John Golden in the guise of 12 ent ury shi ps6 skipper Captain

Roberts.

Capping off a wonderful afternoon were the cool rhythms by

the twenty piece Murray Middle School Jazz Band directed by

Mr. David Tyson. These talented musicians showed the audi-

ence why they are in high demand for area functions through-

out the year. The jazz had everyone swaying and toe tapping as

MMSJB laid down a string of holiday favorites with their own

special sound.

What s an open house without refreshments? Speci al t hanks
out to the Friends of Fort Fisherds Open House partner, f
Fisher Chapter 2325, United Daughters of the Confederacy, for

providing all the delicious treats for the public throughout the

day. The event was coordinated by Chapter President Mrs. Pat

Bol ander without whom the Open House woul dndt have the
panached wedve all come to enjoy.

John Golden Joyce Grear
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